
The following Act of the Maharashtra Legjalature, having been.assented to by th&
President on the 28th January 1966, is hereby pllb~~ad for genera1information.

B. P. DAI-AL,

Sec-retary to the Government of Mttharashtrs.,
. Law~p.d Judioiary Department.

MAHARASHTRA ACT No. n OF 1966.
, '

" .

(J?irst publishecl,afterftat>ingrecei~cl the as.~ent of the Presicl~t, in tM
, " MaharcsbhtraGovernment Gazette " on.the l;tl~FelY1"U'n'1l1966)

An Act to pro~ide for the requisitioning and control' of mQtor' vehicles in
"'. .certain emergentcircumstances, . , "

WHEREAS it is expedient to providet'or ~herequiB~tioningof moto:rvehfuIes.
and to controltheir use;incenain cmergAntcircnrest.fl.nces,ana for matt.eraco~ected
therewith; It is hereby enacted in the Sixteenth Year of the Republic of India as
follows:- " '

, '

1. (T)Th.is Act may be called the Maharashtra &quwtioning(and
of Motor VehiclesAct; 1965.

Control) Short tit1&. .
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(2) Itextends to the whole of the State ofMaharashtra.

(.?) It shall come into. force on such date as the State Government may. by no.tifica-
tion in the Official Gazette, appo.int.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) '<motor\rehicle" or (, vehicle" means any vehicle used or capable of being
used, for the purpose of road transport; which is mechanic.ally propelled, whether

used for drawing other vehicles or otherwise; .
(b) " owner" includes, where the person in possession of a motor vehicle is

a minor, the guardian of Buch mL'lor, ana in relation to a motor vehicle which
is the Bubjecit..of a hire purchase agreement, thE" person in possession of the
vehicle .under that agreement;

(c) "prescribed ".means prescribed by ruh~Bmade under this Act.

3. (I) If in the opinion of the State Government it is necessary Dr expedient 80
to do for aoouring the maintenance of services and supplies essentialto the life of tbe
community, the maintenance of public order, or the :reliefof distress caused by serious
draught, flood, fire or other natural calamities, the State Government may, by order
in wrIting, requisition any motor vehicle and may makl:>such further orders as appeal'
toit to be necessary.orexpeclient, in connection with the requisitioning. .

(2) Where the State Government has requisitioned any motor vebicle under
sub. section (1). it shall vest in that Government for the period of the requisitioning
ana that Government may use or deal with it in such manner as may appear to it to
beexpooient,

. . .

(3) Any person allthorisecl by the State Government ro.a.yat any reasonable hpur
enter any premises and inspect any motol' vehicles therein or thereon for the pUTpo~
ofdet&mining wl1ether. &.nd,if so, in what manner, at!,yorder under this section should
be mad().mrela.tion ta such.vehicle, <>rwith Ii ,,'1ewto securing cempliance with 1WV
Q~ermade' under. thiS section. . ,

: &~efrom4.(1) T}J.e.State' Government InI3.Y,at any time relea,se from requisitioning
.'. ~!-itilm. any motor vehicle requiaitionedunder the last p:('e~edjngsection and shall, as fa1'
.m.g. . asp<Jssible restore the vehicle in as good a.condition as it W,)s.when possession there:)f

was taken, subject only t~ the changes caused by reasonable'wear and tear. .

. (2) When any vehicleiato be releasedfrom requisitioning,the StatiGovernmellt
may; after such enquiry, if any, as it may in any case collF.:ider'necessary tQ,make

.oroaU8etObemad~, specify by order in writing t<>whom possession of the vehicle
shall .pe . given. .

(3)iTMdelivery of possession of the l'eq1dsi,tioned vehiniat<> the person specmoo
mthe ()rderID.8deunder sub-section (2) shaH be a full diac1:taJ'geof the State Govern- .

me:Q:tfromaUlwbility in respect of suchproperty,and' the requisitioningshall beat
an end; . . .

. .

Provided that, nothing. in this 89Ction sn.(~l1.pri)jlld;C',tMy.rights in respoct of
the property. which any. ether paraot'. may be entitled WIby due process of law to
euforce against the parson to whom thepo~session of the property is 80delivered.
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(i) Where the person to whom the pos!!essionof Any requisitioned vehicle is to
be given cannot be found .and has no legal agent or other person. empowered to acCept
dcliverv on his behalf, the State Gove~ent shall cause a notice declaring that the

-vehicle is released from requisitioning to be published in the Official Gazette. .

(5) When. such notice is published in the Official Gazette, the vehicle specified
therein shall cease to be subject to tequisitioning on and nom the date of such publi-
cation and be deemed to have been delivered to the person entitled to. possession
thereof and the State Government shall not be liable for any compensation or other
claims in respect of the property for any period after such date.

5. (~) The compensation payable in respect of requ.i8itioning of any motor vehicle Compe~
shall be the SJlDltotal of the following items :- tion f~r..

(i) interest on the cost at which the -owner had purchased the vehicJe ca.Iculat-ed~equUj1tl()n.
in a manner and at a rate, not being less than 3 per cent. and above 6 per cent. mg.
.per aimum, that ma.y be prescribed lor all or a11Yclass of motor vehicles: -

. Provided that, where the vehicle had been obtained by the owner as a. gift or .

ita cost cannot be established by him to the satisfaction of the State Government-
or its coat exceeds the current replac{\!Dentprice of the vehicle. the current price
of the same vehicle or vehicle which, in the opinion of the State Government,
is substantially similar to it, shall be taken to be its cost ; .

. (ii) an amount representing depreciation of the vehicle during the period of
its requisitioning calculated at a rate not exceeding 30 per cent. per annum' s.nd' ,
in.a manner that may be prescribed for all or any class of motor vehicles;

(iii) an amount for the loss oBhe use oitha vehicle or of any profits that might
have been earned but for the requisitioning, at such percentage not-beiDg less-than
3 per 'cent. 'p8r annum. as may be prescribed, of the coBtreferred to in clau.ee (i)
above as reduced by depreciation calculated at the same rate as for clause (ii)
above:in such manner and for such period as may be 60 prescribed; .

(it!) any further amount that the State Government may by general or-speCial
order specify:: ... .

Provided that, if'during the period ofl'equisitioning the vehicle is damaged other-
wise than by nomia.l wear and tear, or lost at a.-tilne when it is notinaured, there
shall' be paid to the owneradditiona.l compensation of a. stWiequaJ: to tb,e cpst of
DUI.)r1nggood the damage or, in the case of a totalloSB, a sum equal tothe compen-
sa.tionthat may be payable if.the property is acquired on the date of the loss; 8110h

-co]Jlpenas.tionbeing determined iD.t~e prescribed manner. '.

(~) Where the oWneris aggrieved by the amount of compensationderennmed
fu aCcorda.noewit);-8Ub~section( ), he may make an application within such time
and in such .formand manner a8 may be prescribedto the St8.t~ Government, for
referringthe, matter to an arbitrator appointed in this behaJfby that Government.

... Such arbitrator shap be. a.-person who has had judicial experience.. ~he- aJ1!.o~t of
oornptmsationto be paid shan.be a~6h as may be deteriniri.edby the arbitrator
m.oocotdancewith sub-section(1). . . -

. (~) Where theta many dispute as to the title to receive the compensation or as to
. th~a.ppQrtioTjnentof the-s.mountof compensation,it shall be referred to such arbi.
.t~e.~r~ppoi11ted in this behaIf' ~ythe State Government for determination, and sha.ll
be'detennineddn 80e0rda.Jicewith the decisionofsuch arbitrator. .

. .. .

(~~Ydecisiono£thearbitnt.e>ru:nder8Ub-eection (2) or p) shall be ftnal.
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6. The compensation determined under the last pru;editlg section for req\11sition,
fig any motor vehicle shaH be paid within sl1ch period, at such. intervals and in such
manner as may be prescribed: .

Provided that, where payment of the compensation is delayed beyond the period
SOprescribed, interest shall be payable on the amount or part of the amount in aITear
at such rate not being less thaJ,13 per cent. or above 6 per cent. per annum arld with
effect from such date or dates as may ~ prescribed.

,,/, The State Government may, with a view to requisitionuJg any motor vehicle
or determining the compensation payable therefor or taking any other action in
pursua..ce oftha foregoing provisiow, by order ill writing,-

(a) require any person to submit to it or such authority as may be specified
in the order, within such time or at such intervals, such information and documents
in his possession relating to the vehicle as may be specified therein, being informa-
tion and documents reasonably necessary for carrying into e:tIe.ctthe provisions
aforesaid;

(b) direct that the owner or person in charge of the property shall not without
the permission of the State Government dispose of it: or remove it or any tyres,
tubes, accessories or parts from the vehicle, nom the premises in which it is kept,
till the expiry of such period as may be so specified.

8, If any person contravenes any order made under section 3 or section 7, hEl
shall, on conviction, be punis11edwith imprisonment for a.term which may extend
to onl}year, or with fine, or with both.

9. (1). If in the opinion 01the Stat.e GQvernm.ent it is necessary or expedient so
to do for securing thrmaintenance of services and supplies essential to the life ofthe
community, the maintenance of public order, or the. reJjefof distress caused by serious
draught, tl.ood, fire or other natural calamity, the State GiJ'vernment may without
prejudice to other provisions of this Act, by general or apodal order, in such area,
andfCl! 8uch period as may be specified in the otder,-

(a) regulate, restrict or givodirections with respect to, the use of any motor
vehicle for the purpose of road transport, or the sale or purchase of any such
vehicle;

(b) require any person owning, or having in his posS\':ssion01'under his control,
any motor vehicle (hereinafter futrus section referred. to as " the said person ")
to make to8,ny personspecifled. in tbie behalf a return giving 81.1cllperticulars as
~y be specified in the Mder with regard to such vehicle and reqcire sucll return
to be verified in such .manner as may be specified therein ;

(c) requn:e the said person to give notice insucfl manner as may be specified
j.nthe order before disposing of the motor vebide or allowing it to pass out of his
posS\':ssio!J.or' control; .

(d) requirath(; said person, or any person employed in connection with )),ny
motor vehiclE',to ooniplywitha~y<iirection8 given by any person specified in,
or duly>anthorised 'in 'pursuance.pf> the order; anosuclr directionsrriay require
the said person or such employed' person to use th~ vehio1e for the conveyance
of such persons or goods at'such time a.n.dby such routes as may be set forth in
the diiectioIi5;



to

, (e) 'pre:;cribe the condition/! sllbjact to which, aid th0 ;,ates at wili,chany motor
vehicle may be hircd for thH pUrpOBi?'of road 'transport and persons or goo(h may
be carried by road, and the conditions subject. to which goods so carried or to he
carried may be discharged or loadeo ; ,"

(f) provide for the giving of directions with respect t.o the carriage of persons or
goods on any pa'rticular motor vehicle, or by any p~rticular route, or to any parti-
cular clearing house or depot; ,

(g) provide fQr thE}regulation of the priority in which persons an,d goods are
to be carried by road and vehidt's are to be used for the purpose of ro,~dtransport; ,

(h) make such other provisions in relation to road transport as appear to the
State Government to be necessary or expeo lent.

(2) If any police officer or any other p6rsonauthorised by the Sta~ Government
in this behalf has reason to believe that any niotor vehicle is or is kept, in,or upon
any building, land 01'other premises, or is being used by any person in con,t.'ra.ven£ioD
of an order made under slib-seotion (1), Buch officer or perSODmay-'" .

.(a) enter and search any such premises, and seize allY motor v~hicle found
which he /Suspeotsto be therein or thereon in contravention of the order ;

(b) stop-such person and seize any mot.or vehicle"which is bemg used in contra.-
vention of the order. ".,. - "~j

! ' , ~

" (3) If any pe:::son contravenes any order made in pursuance of this Section, he
shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonment for a. term which nt..y extenc1
to six months, or with fine, or with both.

10. Sa.v~as otherwise eXpressly provided ill, tIDg Act, any order made or notice Serviceof
isBuea under the prov:iBio~B.o! this Act shaH btf deemed ~. have be~ll scryecJ on th~ :~r:2~d
owner of a mo,tor vehlcl0 if It 1880l'vedon the person havmg pOSS6SSLOnor control of
that vehicle.' . .'

. 11. The State Govaxnme:n.tmay, by notification intheOffici:2L Gaulte, direct that Delegation
any powers conferred or any duty imposed on that GovernDlent by any of the pravi- ~~Xd:~~s
SiODSof this Act (except the power to make rules) shall, under such conditions, if any, ofSt&te
as mlttybe specified in the direction, be exercised or discharged also by such"officer Governm&nt.
or class of officers asnia.y be so specified, being not lower in rank than Deputy

. Collectoror Executive Engineeror De.,putyCom.m.iasionerof Police.

12. ' (1) No suit, proSf"'cutionor other legal proceedings shan lie agamst any Protection
per8onfor anything which is in good faith doncor omitted to be done in pursuance ofaction
of this Aoto:ra:n.yrules or ordors made thereunder. ~~~: thiG

. , . .. Act.

(:?) Noauit' or otherlegalprooeeding shall lie againatthe State Government for
any damage ca,uaed or likely to be causeo byanything in good faith dona or omitted
to be doDempniSuaJ,1ceofthisAct or any tule~ or o~derslIlade thereun.der.
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l'Ol1n)1"to 13. (1) Thepowerto makerulesunder this Act shall be exercisableby the State
!n&Keru1es;~v~rnment by notification in the Olfrcial ()azdte.

(2~ ~ithoutr prejudice to any power to make rule~ conta~ned ~ th~. f6I~gOing
proVlBlOlls,the State Government may make rules conslBtentwlth tills Act generally
to catTy out the purposes ther£Of. .

..

(3) .Allrules :made under this ,Act shall be .subjeot to the condition of p:revious
publication.

(4) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid as soon as may be after it is made
before each House of the, State Legislature while it is in session for a total period of
thirty days which. may be comprised in one session or in two successive sessions,
and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is so laid or the session immediately
following, both Houses agree in making any modification in the rul\)or both Rouses
.agree that the rule shoula not be made, the rule shall, from the date of publication
of a notification iti the Official Gazelt$,of such decision, have effect only in 5uch
.modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so however that any such
modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity or anything
previously done or omitted to be ~one under that rule.. .


